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other, I was not aware that she was in England,
still less did I dream she had gone on the stage.

This unexpected meeting reminded George Alex-
ander that Carl's wife had at one time intended
acting under the stage name of " Maria Rho/' but
when enquiries were made it was discovered that
a long while ago there had been an actress of that
name. And so she became " Maria Carmi,"

" The solution is a simple one/' said Sir George.
" We'll call you ' Stella Rho/ "

And that was how I came to receive my stage
name.

Incidentally, at the St. James's Theatre I was known
as the " Codfish/' as Rho soon became pronounced

" roe/

Following my reunion with Carl Vollmoeller, I
naturally went to see Maria Carmi, who was thrilled
at hearing that I, too, was following her example.
I used often to go and see her beautiful performance
at Olympia, and I am sure that any person who saw
it then will never forget it. One of the reasons why
it was so impressively real was, I think, because of
the immense space the spectacle spread over. I was
told that some of the actors, during each performance,
walked two miles.
The beginnings of my career at the St. James's
Theatre, are amongst some of my happiest memories.
Sir George's consideration and kindness for all
those who worked under him made him the most
loved manager; his staff used to grow old in his
service. The St. James's Theatre was really like a
home of a big, happy family to all those who entered it.
Every evening before the curtain went up, Lady
Alexander used to come round on a tour of inspection,